
 

 
 

 

Moses and Joshua taught the Jews a song. The song was actually a story about the 
history of the world. The song talked about what happened to the Jewish people in the 
past and what will happen to them in the future. The song also taught the Jewish 
people important lessons that they needed to remember. These lessons are still 
important for us to remember today. 
 
One lesson was that the Torah is like rain. Just like the world always needs rain for the 
plants to grow and so there will be food, the world also needs Torah. Without Torah we 
would not be able to serve God, and there would be no point of the world.  
 
Another lesson is that sometimes God does things that we don’t understand or things 
that may seem very strange. However, we must always remember that everything is 
good, even when we don’t understand.  
 
Then the song talked about the future of the Jewish people. Soon they would go into 
the Land of Israel. There, they would have everything that they needed. They would 
have food, money and none of the other nations would bother them there. This would 
make it very easy for them to spend lots of time learning the Torah and doing all the 
mitzvot. However, that is not what the Jewish people will do. Instead of serving God, 
there will serve idols. God will punish them to remind them that they are doing 
something wrong. He will have to send them out of the Land of Israel. One day God 
will save the Jewish people. He will punish all the people who hurt them and will bring 
the Jews back to the Land of Israel. Then, the whole world will realize that God is the 
true God and they will all praise Him and the Jewish people.  
 
After Moses taught the Jewish people the song, he warned them to always remember 
the lessons of this song. If they do, they will always do what they should, and will never 
have to be punished.  
 
 
 
 
 



1) What is special about the format of this week’s Parsha? [It is a song] 
2) What was the song about? [The history of the world] 
3) What did Moses compare the Torah to? [Rain] 
4) Why? [Just like the world needs rain, the world needs Torah] 
5) What does Moses compare God to? [A mother eagle] 
6) Why? [Just like a mother eagle carries its young on its back to protect them from 

arrows, God protects the Jewish people] 
7) What should we think if we see bad things happening to people? [God is always 

fair and there must be a reason why these people are getting punished, even if 
we don’t understand.] 

8) What was the reason that Moses gave for why the Jewish people would be sent 
out of the Land of Israel? [They would serve idols] 

 

Tomorrow night, the holiday of Sukkot will begin. On Sukkot we are commanded to sit 
in a temporary hut called a sukkah. This is to remind us how God took care of the 
Jewish people in the desert when He took them out of Egypt. 
 

1) How does sitting in the sukkah help remind us that God always takes care of us? 
2) There is a special mitzvah to be extra happy on sukkot. What is special about 

sukkot that we should be so happy.  
 
 

Note to leaders: Talk to the children about how the sukkah is suppose to be a 
temporary house, like a tent. When a person is in their big comfortable house, it is hard 
to remember that we rely on God for protection. When we go out to the sukkah, which 
offers little protection from nature and other dangers, it easier to remember that our 
lives are in God’s hand. This will also help us understand how the Jewish people felt in 
the desert. The desert was a dangerous place and they clearly saw that God was 
taking care of them.  
 
When we think about the fact that we will always be taken care of, there is no greater 
joy than that.  



Pass the Etrog  

 

Materials needed: 2 lemons 

 

Players are seated in a circle. Two "etrogim" (lemons) are passed around separately. They may be passed in 

different directions, but they must be PASSED to each person, and NOT THROWN. The aim is to avoid being 

caught with both etrogim, and of course to try to land somebody else with them. If this happens, the person 

caught with both at the same time is out, and must leave the circle. 

 

 

Steal the Etrog (like steal the salami) 

 

Supplies: a lemon 

 

Split players into 2 teams and give everyone a number and make them stand in a line. Make sure there are the 

same number of players on each team. If one team has an extra person, give someone from the opposite team 

2 numbers. Put the “etrog” (lemon) in the middle of the 2 lines of players. Call out a number and both people 

with that number run into the middle and try to “steal” the “etrog.” The first person to grab it attempts to run 

back to their line while the other person tries to tag them. If they make it back to their side, that team gets a 

point. If the other player tags them while they are running, their team gets the point. When you call out “Sukkah 

Party” everyone from both teams runs into the middle. The team with the most points at the end of game, wins.

It had been a difficult year. Poor weather, dangerous travel conditions and high tariffs had made it almost 

impossible for the Jews of Ukraine to import etrogim (citrons) for the holiday of Sukkot. The etrogim—waved 

together with the lulav bundle every Sukkot after the recitation of special blessings—were normally brought 

from faraway Italy or even the Holy Land, but that year there were almost none to be found. 

In the city of Berditchev, home to tens of thousands of Jews, there was but one etrog. Of course, it was given 

to the town’s rabbi, the famed Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, for safekeeping. 

Everyone knew the plan. On the first day of the holiday the rabbi would rise early in the morning, immerse 

himself in the purifying waters of the mikvah, and then make the blessing while holding the etrog and lulav. 

Then the etrog would be passed from hand to hand, allowing every Jewish person to fulfill the biblical 

obligation to take the “Four Kinds.” 



Now, the rabbi had an assistant, a simple fellow who was tasked with overseeing the proceedings. “I know 

what will happen,” said the assistant to himself. “First, the rabbi will make the blessing and wave the lulav and 

the etrog. Then the learned men will come for their turn to do the mitzvah. They will be followed by the 

respectable householders. Next will be the simple folk, who will all get their glorious moment. Then, when the 

sun is about to set and the day is about to fade away, I’ll be the very last one to finally say the blessing over 

the lulav and etrog. Why must I always be the very last? 

“I know what I’ll do,” he thought. “Early in the morning, on the first day of Sukkot, when the rabbi is out 

immersing in the mikvah, I’ll take the lulav and etrog and recite the blessing over them. No one will know but 

me.” 

And so, just after the sun rose, he sneaked into the rabbi’s study, took the lulav and etrog in his trembling 

hands, and was about to chant the required blessings. But then—disaster struck. 

Maybe it was because his palms were sweaty. Maybe it was because he was shaking nervously. But for 

whatever reason, the etrog slipped from his grasp onto the hard wooden floor below. To the attendant’s horror, 

the etrog’s pitom (wood-like protrusion) cracked right off its crown, rendering the fruit invalid. 

Oh, he would have given all he had to be swallowed up by the earth. How would he face the crestfallen rabbi? 

How would he face the disappointed city? How would he face himself? 

Every minute seemed like eternity as the attendant waited for his master to return. When Rabbi Levi Yitzchak 

entered his home, ready to do the mitzvah, the attendant had no choice. Gazing downward, in a trembling 

whisper, he told the rabbi what he had done. 

“Master of the World,” cried the rabbi in a booming voice filled with love and wonder, “look how precious Your 

children are! Even this simple, unlearned son of yours is so eager to fulfill Your commandment that he risked 

his job to fulfill Your will at the earliest opportunity!” 

Reprinted with permission from Chabad.org 
 

 

On Sukkot we are required to eat all our meals in the sukkah. A snack may be eaten out of the sukkah. If 
possible a person should also sleep in the sukkah. If it is raining and one will get wet if he/she stays in the 
sukkah, they are permitted to leave the sukkah and eat or sleep in their house. Although women and girls are 
not obligated to sit in the sukkah, if they do they get credit for a mitzvah as well.  
 
 
 

Who was the first person in the Torah to build a sukkah? 
 

Send you answer to youth@youngisrael.org for a chance to win a great prize.  

mailto:youth@youngisrael.org


Moses and Joshua taught the Jews a song. The song was actually a story about the 
history of the world. The song talked about what happened to the Jewish people in the 
past and what will happen to them in the future. The song also taught the Jewish 
people important lessons that they needed to remember. These lessons are still 
important for us to remember today. 
 
One lesson was that the Torah is like rain. Just like the world always needs rain for the 
plants to grow and so there will be food, the world also needs Torah. Without Torah we 
would not be able to serve God, and there would be no point of the world.  
 
Another lesson is that sometimes God does things that we don’t understand or things 
that may seem very strange. However, we must always remember that everything is 
good, even when we don’t understand.  Sometimes bad things happen because 
people were doing bad things and needed to be punished.  
 
God always takes care of the Jewish people just like a mother eagle takes care of her 
babies. The eagle carries her babies on her back so even if a hunter will shoot arrows, 
they mother will block them and the babies will be safe. Similarly, when wicked people 
try to harm the Jewish people, God will always protect us from them.   
 
Then the song talked about the future of the Jewish people. Soon they would go into 
the Land of Israel. There, they would live in peace and have plenty of food and money. 
However, instead of using this opportunity to serve God and do all the mitzvot, they 
would forget about God and instead they would serve idols. God will punish the people 
to remind them that they are doing something wrong. He will have to send them out of 
the Land of Israel. One day God will save the Jewish people. He will punish all the 
people who hurt them and will bring the Jews back to the Land of Israel. Then, the 
whole world will realize that God is the true God and they will all praise Him and the 
Jewish people.  
 
After Moses taught the Jewish people the song he warned them to always remember 
the lessons of this song. If they do, they will always do what they should and will never 
have to be punished.  
 
 
 



 

1) What is special about the format of this week’s Parsha? [It is a song] 
2) What was the song about? [The history of the world] 
3) What did Moses compare the Torah to? [Rain] 
4) Why? [Just like the world needs rain, the world needs Torah] 
5) What does Moses compare God to? [A mother eagle] 
6) Why? [Just like a mother eagle carries its young on its back to protect them from 

arrows, God protects the Jewish people] 
7) What should we think if we see bad things happening to people? [God is always 

fair and there must be a reason why these people are getting punished, even if 
we don’t understand] 

8) When the Jews entered the Land of Israel, what did Moses promise them they 
would have? [Food, money and peace] 

9) Why did God give them these things? [So it would be easy to serve Him] 
10) What did the Jewish people do with this opportunity? [They forgot about God and 

worshiped idols instead] 
 
 
 
 

Tomorrow night, the holiday of Sukkot will begin. On Sukkot we are commanded to sit 
in a temporary hut called a sukkah. This is to remind us how God took care of the 
Jewish people in the desert when He took them out of Egypt. 
 
1) How does sitting in the sukkah help remind us that God always takes care of us? 
2) There is a special mitzvah to be extra happy on sukkot. What is special about 

sukkot that we should be so happy.  
 
 

  
Note to leaders: Talk to the children about how the sukkah is supposed to be a 
temporary house, like a tent. When a person is in their big comfortable house, it is hard 
to remember that we rely on God for protection. When we go out to the sukkah, which 
offers little protection from nature and other dangers, it easier to remember that our 
lives our in God’s hand. The goal of sukkot is to take that message back into our 
houses after Sukkot. The more we internalize this message, the more God gives to us, 
like we discussed in the Parsha Summary.  
When we think about the fact that we will always be taken care of, there is no greater 
joy than that.  



Pass the Etrog  
 
Materials needed: 2 lemons 
 
Players are seated in a circle. Two "etrogim" (lemons) are passed around separately. 
They may be passed in different directions, but they must be PASSED to each person, 
and NOT THROWN. The aim is to avoid being caught with both etrogim, and of course 
to try to land somebody else with them. If this happens, the person caught with both at 
the same time is out, and must leave the circle. 
 
Indian Chief 
 
Start by getting everyone in the group to stand in a circle facing inwards.  
Then pick one person and send them out of the room.  Whilst they are out of the room, 
appoint a 'leader'.  
This person is the one who (in a minute) will lead the room in various movements (eg 
stamping feet, spinning, standing on one foot, dancing, singing, etc).  Everyone else in 
the circle must mimic the leader, without giving away who the leader is.  
Bring the person back into the room, and commence the game.  It's quite funny 
watching everyone mimic the leader (especially if they pull some crazy maneuvers)  
The aim of the game is the for person who was sent out of the room to guess who the 
leader is. They get three chances to guess it right.  
The leader then becomes the 'guesser' and the game continues! 
 
 
 

It had been a difficult year. Poor weather, dangerous travel conditions and high tariffs had 
made it almost impossible for the Jews of Ukraine to import etrogim (citrons) for the holiday of 
Sukkot. The etrogim—waved together with the lulav bundle every Sukkot after the recitation 
of special blessings—were normally brought from faraway Italy or even the Holy Land, but 
that year there were almost none to be found. 
In the city of Berditchev, home to tens of thousands of Jews, there was but one etrog. Of 
course, it was given to the town’s rabbi, the famed Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, for safekeeping. 
Everyone knew the plan. On the first day of the holiday the rabbi would rise early in the 
morning, immerse himself in the purifying waters of the mikvah, and then make the blessing 
while holding the etrog and lulav. Then the etrog would be passed from hand to hand, 
allowing every Jewish person to fulfill the biblical obligation to take the “Four Kinds.” 
Now, the rabbi had an assistant, a simple fellow who was tasked with overseeing the 
proceedings. “I know what will happen,” said the assistant to himself. “First, the rabbi will 



make the blessing and wave the lulav and the etrog. Then the learned men will come for their 
turn to do the mitzvah. They will be followed by the respectable householders. Next will be the 
simple folk, who will all get their glorious moment. Then, when the sun is about to set and the 
day is about to fade away, I’ll be the very last one to finally say the blessing over the lulav and 
etrog. Why must I always be the very last? 
“I know what I’ll do,” he thought. “Early in the morning, on the first day of Sukkot, when the 
rabbi is out immersing in the mikvah, I’ll take the lulav and etrog and recite the blessing over 
them. No one will know but me.” 
And so, just after the sun rose, he sneaked into the rabbi’s study, took the lulav and etrog in 
his trembling hands, and was about to chant the required blessings. But then—disaster 
struck. 
Maybe it was because his palms were sweaty. Maybe it was because he was shaking 
nervously. But for whatever reason, the etrog slipped from his grasp onto the hard wooden 
floor below. To the attendant’s horror, the etrog’s pitom (wood-like protrusion) cracked right 
off its crown, rendering the fruit invalid. 
Oh, he would have given all he had to be swallowed up by the earth. How would he face the 
crestfallen rabbi? How would he face the disappointed city? How would he face himself? 
Every minute seemed like eternity as the attendant waited for his master to return. When 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak entered his home, ready to do the mitzvah, the attendant had no choice. 
Gazing downward, in a trembling whisper, he told the rabbi what he had done. 
“Master of the World,” cried the rabbi in a booming voice filled with love and wonder, “look 
how precious Your children are! Even this simple, unlearned son of yours is so eager to fulfill 
Your commandment that he risked his job to fulfill Your will at the earliest opportunity!” 
Reprinted with permission from Chabad.org 

 

 

On Sukkot we are required to eat all our meals in the sukkah. A snack may be eaten out of the 
sukkah. The rabbis defined a meal as eating a significant amount of bread, cake, cookies, crackers, 
or the like. If possible a person should also sleep in the sukkah. It is also a mitzvah to spend as much 
time as possible in the sukkah. If it is raining and one will get wet if he/she stays in the sukkah, they 
are permitted to leave the sukkah and eat or sleep in their house. Although women and girls are not 
obligated to sit in the sukkah, if they do they get credit for a mitzvah as well.  
 
 

Who was the first person in the Torah to build a sukkah? 
 

Send you answer to youth@youngisrael.org for a chance to win a great prize.  

 

mailto:youth@youngisrael.org


 

This week’s Parsha contains the song that God commanded Moses to write at the end 
of last week’s Parsha. The song was actually a story about the history of the world. It 
talked about what happened to the Jewish people and what was going to happen to 
them in the future. The song also taught the Jewish people important lessons that they 
needed to remember. These lessons are still important for us to remember today. 
 
One lesson was that the Torah is like rain. Just like the world cannot exist without rain, 
the world cannot exist without Torah. Without Torah we would not be able to serve 
God, and there would be no point to our existence.  
 
Another lesson that the song taught was that God always takes care of the Jewish 
people. Just like a mother eagle takes care of her babies by carrying them on her back, 
so that even if a hunter will shoot arrows, they mother will block them and the babies 
will be safe, similarly, when wicked people try to harm the Jewish people, God will 
always protect them.   
 
The song then talked about the future of the Jewish people. Soon they would go into 
the Land of Israel. There they would live in peace and prosperity. This should have 
been an opportunity to thank God for all that he gave them and to serve Him, worry-
free. However, the Jews will not associate their success with God. Rather they will 
believe that it was their own strength and toil that gave them all they had. This will 
cause them to forget about God. God will send them out of the Land of Israel and into 
exile. There, they will experience suffering, persecution and poverty. This will cause 
the people to think about where everything they had comes from. When they 
remember that everything comes from God, He will save them and punish all the 
people who hurt them. He will bring the Jews back to the Land of Israel so that the 
whole world will recognize that the God of the Jews is the one and only God. 
 
After Moses taught the Jewish people the song he warned them to always remember 
the lessons of this song, for “it isn't an empty teaching; it is your life, and with it you will 
prolong your days in the Land [of Israel].” 
 
God then commanded Moses to go up to Mount Nebo, so that he could see the entire 
Land of Israel. This would also be his final resting place.  



1) What is special about the format of this week’s Parsha? [It is a song] 
2) What was the song about? [The history of the world] 
3) What did Moses compare the Torah to? [Rain] 
4) Why? [Just like the world needs rain, the world needs Torah] 
5) What does Moses compare God to? [A mother eagle] 
6) Why? [Just like a mother eagle carries its young on its back to protect them from 

arrows, God protects the Jewish people] 
7) When the Jews entered the Land of Israel, what did Moses promise them they would 

have? [peace and prosperity] 
8) Why did God give them these things? [So they would thank God and serve Him] 
9) What did the Jewish people do with this opportunity? [They forgot about God and took 

all the credit for their success] 
10) What did God have to do to remind them that everything comes from God? [Exile them 

and punish them] 
11) Why did God tell Moses to go up to Mount Nebo? [To see the entire Land of Israel and 

because that would be his final resting place] 
 
 
 

Tomorrow night, the holiday of Sukkot will begin. On Sukkot we are commanded to sit 
in a temporary hut called a sukkah. This is to remind us how God took care of the 
Jewish people in the desert when He took them out of Egypt. 
 
1) How does sitting in the sukkah help remind us that God always takes care of us? 
2) There is a special mitzvah to be extra happy on sukkot. What is special about 

sukkot that we should be so happy? 
 
 

Note to leaders: Talk to the children about how the sukkah is suppose to be a 
temporary dwelling. When we leave the comfort of our homes and enter into a hut that 
provides little protection from nature and other threats, it easier to remember that our 
lives our in God’s hand. The goal of Sukkot is to take that message back into our 
houses after Sukkot. The more we internalize this message, the more God gives to us, 
like we discussed in the Parsha Summary.  
 
When we think about the fact that we will always be taken care of, there is no greater 
joy than that. Take a minute to think about all things we are happy for in our lives and 
thank God for them. 
 



Indian Chief 
Start by getting everyone in the group to stand in a circle facing inwards.  
Then pick one person and send them out of the room.  While they are out of the room, 
appoint a “leader.” 
The “leader’ will lead the room in various movements (eg stamping feet, spinning, 
standing on one foot, dancing, singing, etc).  Everyone else in the circle must copy the 
leader, without giving away who the leader is.  
Bring the person back into the room and see if he/she can guess who the “leader” 
is.They get three chances to guess it right.  
The leader then becomes the 'guesser' and the game continues! 
 
Down Down Down 
What you will need: A tennis ball 
Have all the players stand in a wide circle. One person will throw an underhand pass to 
someone else. If the person catches it, he/she will throw it at another person. If you 
drop it, you go down on one knee. If the same person drops it again, he/she will go 
down on two knees. If he/she drops it again, then they will go down on one elbow, and 
so on. After going down on two elbows, the next move will be on his/her chin. If they 
drop it yet again, then he/she is out. The winner is the person who has gone down the 
fewest times. No hard throws allowed. 

 

It had been a difficult year. Poor weather, dangerous travel conditions and high tariffs had 
made it almost impossible for the Jews of Ukraine to import etrogim (citrons) for the holiday of 
Sukkot. The etrogim—waved together with the lulav bundle every Sukkot after the recitation 
of special blessings—were normally brought from faraway Italy or even the Holy Land, but 
that year there were almost none to be found. 
In the city of Berditchev, home to tens of thousands of Jews, there was but one etrog. Of 
course, it was given to the town’s rabbi, the famed Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, for safekeeping. 
Everyone knew the plan. On the first day of the holiday the rabbi would rise early in the 
morning, immerse himself in the purifying waters of the mikvah, and then make the blessing 
while holding the etrog and lulav. Then the etrog would be passed from hand to hand, 
allowing every Jewish person to fulfill the biblical obligation to take the “Four Kinds.” 
Now, the rabbi had an assistant, a simple fellow who was tasked with overseeing the 
proceedings. “I know what will happen,” said the assistant to himself. “First, the rabbi will 



make the blessing and wave the lulav and the etrog. Then the learned men will come for their 
turn to do the mitzvah. They will be followed by the respectable householders. Next will be the 
simple folk, who will all get their glorious moment. Then, when the sun is about to set and the 
day is about to fade away, I’ll be the very last one to finally say the blessing over the lulav and 
etrog. Why must I always be the very last? 
“I know what I’ll do,” he thought. “Early in the morning, on the first day of Sukkot, when the 
rabbi is out immersing in the mikvah, I’ll take the lulav and etrog and recite the blessing over 
them. No one will know but me.” 
And so, just after the sun rose, he sneaked into the rabbi’s study, took the lulav and etrog in 
his trembling hands, and was about to chant the required blessings. But then—disaster 
struck. 
Maybe it was because his palms were sweaty. Maybe it was because he was shaking 
nervously. But for whatever reason, the etrog slipped from his grasp onto the hard wooden 
floor below. To the attendant’s horror, the etrog’s pitom (wood-like protrusion) cracked right 
off its crown, rendering the fruit invalid. 
Oh, he would have given all he had to be swallowed up by the earth. How would he face the 
crestfallen rabbi? How would he face the disappointed city? How would he face himself? 
Every minute seemed like eternity as the attendant waited for his master to return. When 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak entered his home, ready to do the mitzvah, the attendant had no choice. 
Gazing downward, in a trembling whisper, he told the rabbi what he had done. 
“Master of the World,” cried the rabbi in a booming voice filled with love and wonder, “look 
how precious Your children are! Even this simple, unlearned son of yours is so eager to fulfill 
Your commandment that he risked his job to fulfill Your will at the earliest opportunity!” 
Reprinted with permission from Chabad.org 
 
 
 

On Sukkot we are required to eat all our meals in the sukkah. A snack may be eaten 
out of the sukkah. The rabbis defined a meal as eating a kebaytzah of bread, cake, 
cookies, crackers, or the like. A kebaytzah is usually around 2 oz of food. If possible a 
person should also sleep in the sukkah. It is also a mitzvah to spend as much time as 
possible in the sukkah. If it is raining and one will get wet if he/she stays in the sukkah, 
they are permitted to leave the sukkah and eat or sleep in their house. If after they 
entered the house and began their meal or went to sleep, the rain stopped they do not 
need to go back to the sukkah and can finish their meal in the house. Although women 
and girls are not obligated to sit in the sukkah, if they do they get credit for a mitzvah 
as well.  

During the first year after the Jewish people left Egypt, what event occurred on the 15th of Tishrei (the date of 

first day of Sukkot)? 

Send you answer to youth@youngisrael.org for a chance to win a great prize.  

mailto:youth@youngisrael.org


 

Note to Leaders: 

This program is made to enhance your teen minyan. Let your teens take turns give the Drasha and Dvar Halacha. Try to 

get them the texts as early as possible so then can practice it before they say it on Shabbat. You can also invite parents 

to watch their child live in action. 

 

Give ear, O heavens and I will speak; and may the earth hear the words of my mouth.(Devarim 32, 1) 
 
The midrash compares this pasuk said by Moses to a similar statement made by Isaiah the Prophet: Listen 
heavens and give ear earth. When Moses was talking to the heavens he said to give ear, and when he was 
talking to the earth he said, hear. Isaiah switched these words around. He addressed the heavens by saying 
listen, and to the earth he said, to give ear. The midrash explains that the word hear is generally used when 
talking to someone who is is far away. Give ear however is used when the listener is close. Therefore, Moses, 
who was closer to heaven than to earth, used the words give ear to the heaven, and listen to the earth. Isaiah 
who was closer to earth than to heaven told the earth to give ear and the heavens to listen. 
 
There is something about this explanation that is very puzzling. How is it possible that a human being, on this 
world, can be closer to heaven than to earth. What gave Moses the ability to rise up higher than any other 
human has? To answer this question I think we must get a clearer understanding of who Moses was. 
 
The Torah refers to Moses as the biggest anav amongst all the people of the world. Although an anav is 
normally translated as a humble person, I believe that definition is lacking. We find many times in the Talmud 
that sages refer to themselves as being an anav. How could a humble person sing his own praises? Doesn't 
that, by definition, make him not humble? The answer is no. Being an anav does not mean thinking that you 
are a lowly person. Rather, it means understanding that despite recognizing our capabilities, we have no right 
to take credit for anything we have or do. Everything we have is a gift from God. Therefore, an anav can 
recognize that he is an anav and still be an anav. In fact, Moses, was able to write in the Torah that not only 
was he the biggest anav, he was also the greatest prophet, and still remain an anav. It is this understanding 
that brought Moshe to where he was. The more a person understands how great God is, the more he will grow 
close to him. Since Moshe had an almost complete picture of who God was, he was able to become extremely 
close to him. 
 



Let this be a lesson for us as well. The more we recognize the amazing gifts that God gave us, the closer we 
will come to Him, bringing us the greatest enjoyment possible in this world. For there is no greater pleasure 
than basking in the glory of the Omnipresent.  
 
Have a Good Shabbos 
 
 

 

(To be said right after Davening) 

On Sukkot we are required to eat all our meals in the sukkah. The rabbis defined a meal as eating a kebaytzah 
of bread, cake, cookies, crackers, or the like. There are different opinions about how much a kebaytzah is, 
however the general custom is to assume that a kebaytzah is about 55 cc (cubic centimeters). 55 cc is about 
the size of six gumballs or half the size of a hockey puck. Although other foods are permitted to be eaten 
outside the sukkah, it is praiseworthy to only eat or drink in the sukkah.   
 
 If possible a person should also sleep in the sukkah and spend as much time as possible in the sukkah as 
well. If it is raining and one will get wet if he/she stays in the sukkah, they are permitted to leave the sukkah 
and eat/sleep in their house. If after they entered the house and began their meal/sleep, the rain stopped they 
do not need to go back to the sukkah and can finish their meal/sleep in the house.  
 
Although women and girls are not obligated to sit in the sukkah, if they do they get credit for a mitzvah as well.  
 
 
 

On Sukkot we leave our comfortable homes and enter into temporary huts. One goal of this mitzvah is to 
appreciate all that God give us. Often we take God’s gifts for granted, and only truly appreciate them when 
they are taken away. Sukkot is a great opportunity to thank God for the comforts of a modern home that He 
gives us. 
Go around the room and let each teen discuss something special that they have that they take for granted. 
When everyone has finished take a pledge together to try to be more thankful to God from now on. Suggest 
that every person can take on a new mitzvah as a way to thank God for all that He does for us.  

During the first year after the Jewish people left Egypt, what event occurred on the 15th of Tishrei (the date of 
first day of Sukkot)? 
 

Send you answer to youth@youngisrael.org for a chance to win a great prize.  
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